
IIss  AAnn  EEaasstteerr  CCeelleebbrraattiioonn  AAuutthhoorriizzeedd??  
 

oday is "Easter." Most churches are having special services that elevate this Sunday to 

celebratory status. Some people who never attend worship any other Sunday, except maybe the 

one closest to December 25
th
, will "go to church" today, even though they may never "darken the 

door" any other time. Years ago, when I was a young preacher, I met a group of friends at the local 

coffee shop several mornings every week. In our "coffee group" was a friend who preached for a large 

denominational church. At one "Easter" service he made the offhand comment, "To all you folks who 

won't be here until next Easter, let me wish you a very Merry Christmas." He got fired! 
 

Faithful churches of Christ do not elevate one particular Lord’s Day above another.  The reason we do 

not celebrate special religious "holy-days" (holidays), is because we would be doing so based upon the 

whim of men rather than by the authority of God’s Word.  One of the criteria of acceptable worship to 

God is it must be "in truth," as authorized by the New Testament of Christ (John 4:24). 
 

The simple "truth" is the Bible nowhere says anything about celebrating "Easter" with a special religious 

observance.  Rather, Jesus instituted "the Lord’s supper" (communion - I Cor. 10:16) on the night of His 

betrayal (Mt. 26:26-29), as the memorial of His death to be observed every Sunday.  According to the 

Biblical record the first century church came together on the first day of every week to "break bread and 

drink the cup" (Acts 2:42, 20:6-7, 21:4, 28:14, I Cor. 10:16, 11:20-34).  It was not until many years later 

that denominational churches began to leave the authority of the Scriptures, in search of something more 

"exciting" than the divine pattern of simple, weekly, New Testament worship. 
 

Man has invented many religious rituals and established many observations of special days, weeks, 

months and years, in clear violation of the teaching of the Holy Scriptures (see Gal. 4:9-11).  We may 

love the pomp and ceremony of "high church pageantry," but Jesus warned that the inventions of 

man's doctrine and worship traditions transgress the commandments of God.  The sad effect is to 

render all such worship "vain" or spiritually profitless (Mt. 15:3-9). 
 

he author of Hebrews clearly warned Christians not to forsake the Lord’s Day assemblies, lest we 

be guilty of "counting the blood of the covenant by which we were sanctified an unholy thing" 

(Heb. 10:16-31). Clearly this is a reference to the weekly Sunday service, which memorializes the 

shedding of Christ's blood as the redemptive payment for sin for those who are "in Christ" (Rms. 6:3-

4, 8:1-2, Gal. 3:26-27, Eph. 1:7). Therefore, in the Lord’s church we gather every Sunday, not just on 

"Easter,"  to observe the Lord’s supper in memory of His blood sacrifice, as we seek to practice all 

things by the authority of Jesus (Col. 3:17). 
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Our Numerical Record 
(Last Week:  4/09/17 & 4/12/17) 

Bible Class - 30;  AM Worship - 45; 

PM Worship - 33;  Wed. PM - 26 

Contribution: $1,462   

 


