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Sin Of "Wresting" The Scriptures 
 

he Apostle Peter wrote, "And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as 

our beloved brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you; 

as also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to be 

understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, 

unto their own destruction" (2 Pet. 3:15-16). 
 

Plenty of folks "rest" the Scriptures, that is, they lay the Scriptures down to rest while they go off on their 

little tangents teaching the doctrines of men, rather than being content to just "preach the Word" (2 Tim. 

4:2), and "earnestly contend for the faith" (Jude 3). However, in the passage cited above, Peter was not 

speaking of those who "rest" the Scriptures, but rather of those who "wrest" the Scriptures, meaning 

those who "twist" the Scriptures, as they twist verses out of their Scriptural context to try to make them 

say things which will support their own opinions, rather than what the Bible actually teaches. 
 

Peter warned those who wrest or twist the Scriptures that they do so at the peril of their own eternal 

destruction. However, many go right along taking the Scriptures out of context, promoting their pet 

denominational dogmas, doctrines, and creeds, and in general just ignoring the clear teaching of 

Scripture. For example, there are those who will take a passage like Acts 16:31, which says, "Believe 

on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved," and they will teach that man is saved by belief or 

faith alone. Never mind that James 2:17 and James 2:24 says that we are not saved by faith alone! 

Nevertheless they just go right on wresting the Scriptures and teaching that we are saved by grace 

alone, or faith alone, or confession alone, or repentance alone, or baptism alone, or works alone. 
 

hen someone teaches we are saved by anything "alone," or "only," they are wresting the 

Scriptures and you better watch out, because they are false teachers. God’s plan of salvation is 

a process. It began with God’s free gift of His Son at Calvary (Jn. 3:16), and it ends with our 

obedience to the whole counsel of God (Jn. 14:15, Mt. 7:21). Have you fully obeyed ALL of the 

Lord’s terms of pardon? Jesus himself stated the conditions of salvation as:  "believe" (Jn. 8:24), 

"repent" (Lk. 13:3), "confess" (Mt. 10:32), "be baptized" (Mk. 16:16), and "be faithful" (Rev. 2:10)? 

Are you "in Christ," where there is remission of sins in His blood (Eph. 1:7)? Are you truly 

"faithful" to Christ? Are you sure of your salvation (Phil. 2:12, 2 Pet. 1:10)? Think about it.    

David A. McCain 
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