
 

SSoouunndd  DDooccttrriinnee  
  

he word "doctrine" simply means "teaching." When Jesus finished His Sermon on the 

Mount, the Bible says, "the people were astonished at his doctrine: for he taught them as 

one having authority, and not as the scribes" (Mt. 7:28-29). However, some folks act like the 

word "doctrine" is a dirty, four-letter word, even though it's spelled with eight letters. 

 

Sadly, some folks belittle the idea of holding steadfastly to the doctrine of Christ. Sometimes, 

if we emphasize the preaching and practicing of "sound doctrine," then we are accused of 

being "unloving," and are labeled as "bigoted, narrow-minded, Pharisees." 

 

Is "sound doctrine" the religious pariah some pundits make it out to be? The Scriptures answer: 

"Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt 

both save thyself, and them that hear thee" (1 Tim. 4:16). "All scripture is given by inspiration 

of God, and is profitable for doctrine…" (2 Tim. 3:16). "Preach the word; be instant in season, 

out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.  For the time will 

come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to 

themselves teachers, having itching ears" (2 Tim. 4:2-3). "Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth 

not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath 

both the Father and the Son" (2 Jn. 1:9). "But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, 

but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you.  Being then 

made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness" (Rms. 6:17-18). "Now I beseech 

you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye 

have learned; and avoid them" (Rms. 16:17). 

 

hen folks question Scriptural doctrine, they need to be reminded what Jesus said, 

concerning who is the source of sound doctrine. Jesus stated, "My doctrine is not mine, 

but His that sent me" (Jn. 7:16). In other words, sound doctrine comes straight from the lips of 

God. So, be careful, friends, when you oppose sound doctrine, for you may be found fighting 

against God and Christ (Acts 5:39). "Doctrine" is not a four-letter profanity. 
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