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he church is the body of Christ (Eph. 1:22-23, Col. 1:18). Christ is its Head (Eph. 5:23). The local 

church is made up of many different Christians (1 Cor. 12:12-14), with many different talents or 

abilities (Rms. 12:4-6). We are to use our abilities to promote the growth and edification of the body of 

Christ, in love (Eph. 4:12-16). The day of miraculous gifts has long past (1 Cor. 13:8), but many non-

miraculous gifts remain, which are to be used in the Master’s service, for God's glory, and for the 

cause of increasing His body, the church, both in size and in spirituality (Eph. 4:16, 2 Pet. 3:18). 
 

At least some of these non-miraculous "gifts" are listed for us in God’s Word. "…We, being many, are 

one body in Christ, and every one members one of another. Having then gifts differing according to 

the grace that is given to us, whether …ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he that teacheth, 

on teaching; or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity; he that 

ruleth, with diligence; he that showeth mercy, with cheerfulness. Let love be without dissimulation. 

Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that which is good. Be kindly affectioned one to another with 

brotherly love; in honour preferring one another; not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the 

Lord; rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; continuing instant in prayer; distributing to the 

necessity of saints; given to hospitality" (Rms. 12:4-13). Surely, all of us can find at least one our gifts 

in the boldfaced type above. 
 

Brother or sister, according to God’s Word, you must have at least one gift, talent, or ability, to offer 

Christ. The truth is most folks have a multiplicity of gifts, which could be used for the Master's glory! 

But, even if you are only a "one talent" man or woman, don’t bury that talent (Mt. 25:18). If you 

buried it, dig it up, and put it to work TODAY  for the cause of Christ and the good of His church. 

And, don’t you dare say you have nothing to offer, or that the church doesn’t need your talents. Please 

read 1 Corinthians 12:12 - 13:13. Everyone has something to offer the Lord and His church. At the 

very least and most, everyone can practice the most excellent gift of all: LOVE!!! 
 

Are you afraid to use your gift? Are you fearful someone might laugh at your attempt to use your 

abilities in God’s service? Are you afraid your talents are not up to the job? The Bible says, “perfect 

love casts out fear” (1 Jn. 4:18). What if Jesus had been so afraid of Calvary’s cruel cross, He decided 

just to forget it and go back home to the Father? Where would we be? 
 

he simple truth is, He let His perfect love for humanity cast out His fear of the cross, and so He 

prayed, “Father, not my will, but thy will be done.” When we, like Jesus, start practicing the will 

of the Father before our own, then we will truly be ready to offer the Lord something of value for the 

building up of the body of Christ and for His glory. Until then, we are just spinning our wheels, and 

playing at Christianity. 

                          David A. McCain 
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