
 

TThhee  BBiigg  PPiiccttuurree  
 

merican poet John Godfrey Saxe, who lived in the mid-1800's, was best known for his retelling of 

an old proverb from the nation of India.  Saxe gave his folk tale the title, "The Blind Men And 

The Elephant."  If you've ever read about the six blind men who went one day to examine an elephant, 

you've likely never forgotten the gist of the story.  The first sentence sets the stage for their adventure: 
 

  "It was six men of Indostan, to learning much inclined, 

   Who went to see the elephant, though all of them were blind, 

    That each by observation might satisfy his mind." 
 

Because each blind man examined a different part of the elephant, they each came away with a 

different idea of what the elephant looked like.  The first blind man felt only the side of the elephant 

and came away thinking the elephant was like a wall.  The second man examined the ivory tusk and 

said the elephant was like a spear.  The third held the trunk and exclaimed that the elephant was like a 

snake.  The fourth man stretched his arms around the elephant's knee and came away saying the 

elephant was like a tree.  The fifth touched only the elephant's ear and immediately thought the 

elephant looked like a large fan.  Finally, the sixth blind man grasped the elephant's tail and left with 

the distinct impression that the elephant was like a rope.  The final sentence of the poem summarized 

their conclusions: 
 

 "And so these men of Indostan, disputed loud and long, 

  Each in his own opinion, exceeding stiff and strong, 

   Though each was partly in the right, and all were in the wrong!" 
 

Perhaps there is a thought-provoking gem of a spiritual message hidden away in this delightful little 

story. By focusing on only one aspect of the elephant's physical characteristics, each blind man came 

away with a false impression of what the elephant really looked like, because none of them bothered to 

get "the big picture."  Does such blindness ever occur in the spiritual realm?  It most certainly does! 
 

We find it easy to observe spiritual blindness among our denominational friends. They may focus on 

only one passage of Scripture, such as Acts 2:21, which says, "Whosoever shall call on the name of the 

Lord shall be saved." By focusing only on one Scripture, to the neglect of other passages, they come 

away with the false notion that man is saved by faith alone, or by merely calling out the Savior's name. 

 

Of course, we know that is not "the big picture" of the Lord's plan of salvation. Other passages must be 

considered. We must let the Bible explain itself. To understand what Peter meant in Acts 2:21 by the 

phrase "calling on the name of the Lord," we must read Acts 22:16. There, Ananias told Saul, "And 

now why do you tarry?  Arise,  and be baptized, and wash away your sins,  calling on the name of the 

Lord." Thus, "calling on the name of the Lord" means submitting ourselves to His will, obeying His 

commands, and being baptized to wash away our sins. That's the whole, "big picture" spiritually, 

concerning God's plan of salvation. 
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The Big Picture (Continued) 
 

My point is this. The spiritual blindness we so easily observe in our denominational friends is sometimes 

the very spiritual blindness we are guilty of ourselves. Picture the spiritually blind Christian, if you will. 

He is careful to implement the Lord's plan of salvation to the very letter of the law. He is careful to 

observe God's instructions in regard to worship in spirit and in truth, without addition or subtraction. He 

faithfully attends every service of the church, unless "providentially hindered." 
 

But, what if he harbors animosity in his heart toward a brother who has wronged him? Or, what if he is 

hatefully prejudiced in his treatment of folks who have a different skin color than his own? Or, what if 

he is stingy and covetous with the material blessings given him by God? Or, what if he abuses his 

family behind the closed doors of his home? Or, what if he has secret moral weaknesses, lusts, and sins 

which he indulges, when he thinks no one else is watching? 
 

The flip side of the coin is the spiritually blind "Christian," who is filled with love, compassion, 

kindness and toleration for everyone, but cares little for doctrinal soundness. God's plan of salvation is 

not an issue, because he believes, "the great grace umbrella of Jesus is going to cover all sin, without 

concern for repentance." Spiritual worship is not an issue because, "it doesn't really matter how we 

worship, just so long as we're sincere." Doctrinal issues like homosexuality, or Christ's law on 

marriage, divorce and remarriage aren't critical because, "those things just get in the way and cloud the 

issues of loving everybody, and salvation by grace only."  
 

Do you see my point? Jesus told us time and again not to be like the blind men in regard to spiritual 

things. He warned, "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!  For you tithe mint and dill and 

cumin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law:  justice and mercy and faithfulness. These 

you ought to have done, without neglecting the others" (Mt. 23:23 - ESV). 
 

e must comprehend the complete "big picture!" Sound doctrine and faithful Christian living are 

both essential to our salvation. Our attitudes and actions must be holy. We must believe, 

practice and teach the whole counsel of God, to please Him. Jesus said, "For this people's heart is 

grown dull, and with their ears they can barely hear, and their eyes they have closed, lest they should 

see with their eyes and hear with their ears and understand with their heart, and turn, and I would heal 

them" (Mt. 13:15 - ESV). The warning of Jesus is clear. We must avoid spiritual blindness.                        
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