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rreejjuuddiiccee  iiss  aann  uuggllyy  eevviill..  BBrreeaakk  tthhee  wwoorrdd  ddoowwnn  iinnttoo  iittss  ssyyllllaabblleess  aanndd  yyoouu''llll  qquuiicckkllyy  sseeee  iittss  ddeeffiinniittiioonn  --  ttoo  ""pprree--

jjuuddggee""  ssoommeeoonnee  oorr  ssoommeetthhiinngg..  MMeerrrriiaamm--WWeebbsstteerr  DDiiccttiioonnaarryy  ddeeffiinneess  iitt  aass::  ""aa  preconceived judgment," or, 

"an adverse opinion or leaning formed without just grounds, or before sufficient knowledge, thought, or reason."  

DDiiccttiioonnaarryy..ccoomm  aaddddss::  ""unreasonable feelings, opinions, or attitudes, especially of a hostile nature, regarding an 

ethnic, racial, social, or religious group." It is the antithesis of Jesus' admonition to: "Judge not according to the 

appearance, but judge righteous judgment" (John 7:24). Prejudice is the height of inconsistency, which reminds 

me of the famous quotation, supposedly from the pen of the noted English bard, William Shakespeare, "O 

consistency, thou art a jewel." 
 

Prejudice and inconsistency are easy to observe in others, but often difficult to recognize in ourselves. Take 

for example activities we have witnessed in our divided society in recent weeks. The "radical left" is all up 

in arms about the inauguration of our new President. Several Hollywood entertainers refused to perform for 

his inauguration festivities because Trump's political attitudes and aspirations supposedly "offended" their 

sensibilities. Also, a famous (now infamous?) dress designer refused to design an outfit for Trump's wife to 

wear to the celebration, supposedly for similar "conscientious" reasons. My last example is contrived, for 

the sake of argument, but I think it's plausible that some caterer may have refused his/her services for the 

inauguration luncheon because they don't like Trump's "tweets." 
 

All I can say is, "good for them."  Last time I checked, Americans are still free to hold an opinion, speak 

their mind about it in either public or private, and earn their living however they choose, even if it means 

"biting the hand that feeds them."  However, surely we all remember in just the last few months hearing 

several examples of people (photographers, bakers, caterers, etc.) who were charged with "hate crimes," 

with some of them even being arrested and jailed, and then later sued in civil court, over refusing to perform 

business services for participants in homosexual marriage ceremonies. Pray tell what is the difference? O, 

consistency, thou art a rare jewel indeed! 
 

es, it's easy to see prejudice in others, but how difficult it is to turn the "mirror of God's Word" (Jms. 1:22-25) 

on our own soul, and see the ugliness of spiritual prejudice in ourselves. The Scriptures plainly teach that, 

"...God is no respecter of persons: but in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted 

with him" (Acts 10:34b & 35). Do we ever "refuse service" to those whom we think don't count (the poor, the 

racially or culturally different, the outcast, the downtrodden, the uneducated, etc.)? Jesus said, "...inasmuch as ye 

have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me" (Mt. 25:40). How do we treat 

others who need Christ as much as do we? Think about it!                          David A. McCain 
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